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In this paper | consider the role of character (ethos) in theorizing about democracy in Thucydides and
Plato’s Republic. First, | consider the account of democratic character put forward by Socrates

in Republic book eight in the context of his attempt to persuade Glaucon and Adimantus about the
supreme value of the just life. Then | discuss Thucydides’ account of democratic character in Pericles’
Funeral Oration and the borrowing by Plato’s Socrates of a certain kind of epideictic argument from
Thucydides. Are Thucydides and Socrates speaking about the same kind of citizen? How do their views
of democracy rely on their particular characterizations of the typical democratic citizen? Finally, |
consider how Thucydides and Plato’s Socrates invoke the idea of kairos to exemplify their views of
democratic character.

The colloquium will begin at 11:00 AM Registration is required

Houston CST (GMT-6). The colloquium .
will last 1.5 hours. Dr. Yunis will present Email to socratessociety@rice.edu for the

his talk, followed by discussion. registration link.
We welcome new members! For information about previous Virtual
To join the International Society for Socrates Colloquia, see
Socratic Studies, go to socratessociety.rice.edu/virtual-socrates-
socratessociety.rice.edu/membership colloguium

If you have questions or comments, please send them to socratessociety @rice.edu




